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Could’ve, should’ve, would’ve

There are two parts to this file:

Part 1: Ideas for using the could’ve, 

should’ve, would’ve slideshow in 

the classroom (pages 2 and 3). You 

might want to print these off.

Part 2: The slide show (pages 4 to 15). If

you put this whole file onto a 

memory stick, you will be able to

transfer it onto a computer in your

school and show the slideshow

to your learners.
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Ideas for using the could’ve, should’ve, would’ve slideshow in class

Idea 1: Dictation

Dictate the book titles to your learners and then allow them to correct what they have written by showing them the slideshow.

• All the ways we could have met

• I could have danced all night

• It could have been worse

• How Hitler could have won World War II

• 10 things my mother should have told me

• The man I should have married

• The manual that should have come with your body

• Wrong: The biggest mistakes and miscalculations ever made by people who should have known better

• Rembrandt would have loved you

• I would have loved him if I had not killed him

• The Christian president: What Jesus would have done

• Things you would have learned if you’d listened

Idea 2: Guess about the book

Give out the list of book titles but don’t let your students see the covers at this stage. For each one they should guess:

•What genre the book belongs to (fiction, non-fiction, romance novel, self-help, etc)

•What the book is about

•Who it is aimed at

Once decisions have been made, allow your students to see the images. The covers themselves will usually give away the 

information they have been looking for.

Idea 3: Consensus translations

For monolingual classes, show your students the slideshow and get them to come to a consensus translation for each title. All 12

titles should be written down in their own language (no English should be written at this stage). Then, in the absence of the 

slideshow, your learners should attempt to translate the titles back into English.

Idea 4: Drilling and gap fill

Use the slideshow to drill the target language. In other words, get your students to repeat the book titles after you. Follow this up with 

the gap fill exercise on the next page.



All the ways we _______  _______  _______

I _______  _______  _______ all night

It _______  _______  _______ worse

How Hitler _______  _______  _______ World War II

10 things my mother _______  _______  _______ me

The man I _______  _______  _______

The manual that _______  _______  _______ with your body

Wrong: The biggest mistakes and miscalculations ever made by people who 

_______  _______  _______ better

Rembrandt _______  _______  _______ you

I _______  _______  ______ him if I had not killed him

The Christian president: What Jesus _______  _______  _______

Things you _______  _______  _______ if you’d listened

Fill in the gaps:



























For more free lessons go to:

www.jamiekeddie.com


